
 
The University of Mississippi  

Campus Senate 
Minutes for [11/6/18] 

 
I. Call to Order at 7:03pm 

II. Invocation by Chief of Staff Brady Kies 
III. Pledge of Allegiance by Senator Armistead 
IV. Roll Call 

a. Members absent: Caplis, Woods 
V. Report from Standing Committees 

a. Committee on Rules 
i. Approved Resolution 18-19 to come to the floor.  

b. Committee on Government Operations 
i. No reports.  

c. Committee on Academics and Administration 
i. Approved Resolution 18-19 to come to the floor 

d. Committee on Athletics  
i. No reports 

e. Committee on Student Life  
i. No reports 

f. Committee on Infrastructure  
i. No reports 

g. Committee on External Affairs  
i. No reports 

h. Committee on Inclusion and Cross Cultural Engagement 
i. No reports 

VI. Reports from Legislative Council 
a. Legislation Monitor  

i. Resolution 18-19 is being brought to the floor.  
b. Executive Liaison 

i. They are very excited about the A+ passing through and are still 
working in tandem with the faculty senate. They are conducting 
research to make polls on campus a reality. Next week is adopt a 
basket, and you can adopt one with your committee and all 
proceeds will go to members of the Ole Miss family. You can 



 
volunteer in the Ole Miss ballroom for it. You can work with 
someone on cabinet and Julia can help find someone to help with 
your initiative.  

c. Campus Liaisons 
i. One constituent comment. Supports the resolution and is not 

excited about it after seeing the memos. Has seen the ASB senate 
write legislation with research and change and also has not. Has 
not met with staff at the university before about cancelling classes. 
Administration should have been consulted before. Urges tabling 
before voting on this resolution so that administration can be 
further informed about this resolution. 

VII. Legislation  
 
 
Resolution 18-19  
 

● Introduction 
o The University of Mississippi should be on the forefront of enacting 

policies about giving students a voice, and that can be done by cancelling 
class on election day. Reached out to other universities, like Northwestern 
University and Loyola University, about their policies with cancelling 
class on election day. Also reached out to student organizations and has 
endorsements from BSU, NAACP, Mississippi Votes, College 
Republicans, College Democrats, Bipartisan Coalition. Reached out to 
administration despite there being no memo from this meeting. Spoke with 
Assistant Provost and Registrar, Charlotte Pegues. She loved this 
resolution. It is possible to implement this resolution without having to 
add another day at the beginning or end of the year. Hopes everyone votes 
yes. 

o There has been a decrease in college student voting. There are things that 
can be done to change this at the University. One might argue a few 
classes shouldn’t make a difference. Had to drive four hours just to vote in 
2016 which most college students wouldn't do. While some may have off 
days on Tuesdays, others have classes all days. When some have cars, 



 
others do not. Not all students know the differences between ballots, or 
how to obtain an absentee ballot. We tell ourselves we sometimes don’t 
have time to eat or shower, but we also might tell ourselves that voting is 
an impossibility. Cancelling classes would increase voter turnouts. Many 
businesses close their doors or give their employees paid time to vote, but 
not many colleges do this. We could set a precedent and message to 
students that they must prioritize the future of this nation over their own 
schedule. Must not wait for Mississippi State to do this first. This will be a 
way to celebrate our voting right.  

● Questions 
o Mayfield: Asking Jarrius to finish his speech. 

▪ In today’s political climate, it is important to not take our 
democracy for granted. Voting is the strongest nonviolent tool we 
have in our democracy. People can’t name everyone who votes on 
our issues which is a problem. Must bring awareness to voting. 
Everyone has a voice and it is important for all to exercise this 
right. 

o Shackleford: Could you talk about the meeting with the registrar, and what 
would be the routing process for this to be done? Would anyone else have 
to have a say in deciding this? 

▪ She said there are several ways it can get done. In previous years 
the university started classes on a different day in August, and this 
is a possibility. We could just make up the day also, possibly. It 
just depends on how it works the best for them. We may be able to 
take a day off of Winter break. The Chancellor would probably 
have a say, but there are not a lot of people above her. Formal 
cancellation of a day would probably have to go through IHL, but 
a unanimous vote to pass would help. The Chancellor has heard 
about this informally.  

● Debate 
o Benson: Echoes what Nick Weaver said. This would show a really good 

front to the student body and administration that we want this and it is 
important for us. We should vote on this unanimously. 



 
o Mayfield: Speaks in affirmation and thinks it does two big things. Makes 

it easier to vote and cancels class. If you can find a student who doesn’t 
like either of these things, send them his way. 

● Summation 
● Vote: Passed with unanimous consent. 

 
Adjourned at 7:22 PM  
 
 
INFORMAL: 

● Committee on Academics and Administration 
○ Congratulates everyone for supporting the things they’ve been working on 

this semester. Thanks everyone for working with them this semester. 
Wants to emphasize more polling of the students with wide varieties of 
topics. Will poll on chalkboards vs whiteboards vs smart boards 
specifically targeting Hume Hall. Revisiting itemized course fees. Will 
look into more SI sessions for more courses and see if we need to reform 
how registration window is decided. 

● Committee on Athletics 
○ Met with athletic department 2 weeks ago and discussed ticket options for 

students. Told them to start thinking of way we can bring a sense of 
respect to the band from the students. Wants to bring the band to be 
among the students, and to do so they need to be treated the way they 
should be treated. Another thing that was brought up is Mississippi State 
allows them to use flex at the stadium, but we cannot do that because it is 
controlled by two different companies here. Now thinking about 
basketball season.  

● Committee on External Affairs 
○ Hoping to follow up with Catrina and Connell this week about making 

progress for Safe Ride drop off location being on the square as well as 
more stops off campus. Reaching out to potential keynote speakers. 
Reaching out to the transit about the crosswalk that has been discussed. 
Would like to start discussions with Waffle House again. 

● Committee on Governmental Operations 



 
○ Passed Bill 18-16 out of committee regarding veterans. Ask if you have 

questions.  
● Committee on Inclusion and Cross-cultural Engagement 

○ In some Collaborative Promise Meetings, expressed need for anti hate 
speech policy with the university. Looking into how to implement this 
without infringing on one’s first amendment rights. 

● Committee on Infrastructure 
○ Discussed some of the Collaborative Promise that has been going on. 

Talked about bird scooters, but head of transportation does not like this 
idea. Still trying to work with them and get them on campus, and we 
would be one of the first school to have it. Research on air quality in the 
dorms. Doing research to see how other schools are checking the air 
quality.  

● Committee on Student Life  
○ Passed bill on expansion of SI sessions. Making sure restaurants close 

when they are supposed to close. Discussing how to get international 
students food over Winter break. Trying to figure out a system to show 
which parking spots are open on campus.  

 
Cady Cooper 
Secretary 
Associated Student Body 
cmcoope1@go.olemiss.edu 

 


