
 
The University of Mississippi  

Campus Senate 
Minutes for [2/26/19] 

 
I. Call to Order at 7:25pm 

II. Invocation by Chief of Staff Kies 
III. Pledge of Allegiance by Senator Angle  
IV. Roll Call 

a. Members absent: Downs, Hoang 
V. Report from Standing Committees 

a. Committee on Rules 
i. Approved Bill 19-1 

b. Committee on Government Operations 
i. Bill 19-1 coming to floor 

c. Committee on Academics and Administration 
i. No reports 

d. Committee on Athletics  
i. No reports  

e. Committee on Student Life  
i. No reports 

f. Committee on Infrastructure  
i. No reports 

g. Committee on External Affairs  
i. No reports 

h. Committee on Inclusion and Cross Cultural Engagement 
i. No reports. 

VI. Reports from Legislative Council 
a. Legislation Monitor  

i. Bill 19-1 is coming to floor 
b. Executive Liaison 

i. Elections are starting soon so look out for petitions. They come out 
March 1 and due March 8. We are looking at legislation written, so 
I may be reaching out to you. If you are a freshman council mentor 
then meet with them.  

c. Campus Liaisons 



 
i. No report  

VII. Legislation  
 
Bill 19-1  
 

● Introduction 
o This is a campaign shortening bill. It is currently 16 days long and we 

want to shorten it to 12 days long. Before it was 16 days it was 9 days and 
that seemed very beneficial. Two weeks has been a very long and 
disheartening process. The longer the campaigns are, the higher the 
budgets are which prevents some people from participating. We are trying 
to find a happy medium. Earlier this year with the resignation of Katherine 
Sistrunk to lead the election reforms taskforce with Leah Davis they have 
investigated the process. After having events and seeing what students 
came to share their concerns, they as a election reforms taskforce came to 
2 main conclusions. The taskforce is focusing on this solution and one 
other that will come to floor for Fall campaigns. A great deal of through 
and effort has been put in. By shortening the period, more students will be 
able to take a role in this process and be permitted to spend less to achieve 
the same goal. In Spring 2017 was the last time we had a 9 day campaign 
period. We have seen from that data that there were 4,370 votes for a 
percent turn out off 22.25%. In Spring election with 16 day period there 
was 4,278 with a turnout of 24.47%. They are in the belief that we should 
pass legislation that will help the entirety of the student body, and this 
legislation would do this.  

● Questions 
o Weaver: Can you clarify a little more on why data is just presented for 2 

elections? Does this affect both Fall and Spring elections? How many 
people attend the election reform forums? What concerns were brought up 
in forum? Do the authours believe that the length is the most pressing 
issue? 

▪ It would be taking apples and oranges to compare personality 
election with ASB elections. The election data has not been 
preserved by attorney general's past so we have no record. 



 
▪ Yes, it would affect both starting in the Spring.  
▪ 15 in the first with 8 involved in election reform; the second one 

had about 10 with fewer involved in the taskforce. We did the best 
we could to get the information out and promote turnout. We 
believe this is substantially fulfilling our work.  

▪ A lot of the concerns were about advantages of certain 
organizations. Many think Homecoming court is not diverse 
enough. While we can’t change the votes, we can work on a 
process that is more inclusive to all people. We are not trying to 
focus on any other actions of the election reform taskforce except 
this one that we are presenting.  

▪ It’s a start. It may not be the most pressing, but it is somewhere to 
begin. It could break down a lot of barriers by changing a couple of 
words such as the day number. The more pressing issues do take a 
long amount of time. This is the first actual bill going to Senate 
this school year, which is good we are doing something attainable. 
This is a concern that affects the fairness and equality of elections 
on this campus. By passing this legislation, we would be moving in 
a positive direction 

o Hudson: Is there a particular reason you chose 12? 
▪ At the taskforce meetings there were some people saying thay like 

the 16 and many saying they wanted to go back to 9, so this was a 
happy medium.  

● Debate 
o Benson: In the Fall, he ran for 16 days and it felt like 3 months of the 

longest days of my life. He stands in strong affirmation of this bill. Sixteen 
days is too long.  

o Wells: Would like to urge everyone to vote in affirmation of this bill. It 
would help with the morale of the students, and we are here to represent 
our constituents. Not just voter turnout but also how it affects them.  

o Dames: Would like to applaud the authors of this bill for putting research 
into it. This would decrease the amount of money spent which increases 
access 

o Weaver: Strong opposition because the data is marginal at best and 
inconsequential at worst, the student input was minium, and there are 



 
other issues that need to be addressed. THere is not data to support a 
causation or correlation for voter turnout. There was a decrease in 
enrollment which led to the decrease in voter participation. There is not 
enough data to support this bill. He would like to have more data. 
Currently the Attorney General is not required to keep the data of elections 
past 5 days which is unethical. The Taskforce claims to have held forums 
for students to attend and voice their opinion, but there was not very many 
students to represent the population.  

o Hall: Stands in strong affirmation of the bill. Do not get caught up in the 
numbers and correlation and causation because it will increase access for 
students to participate.  

o Fowler: This is in affirmation of this bill. From an academic perspective it 
takes you away from schoolwork.  

o Chauvin: People get very overwhelmed from elections and try to avoid 
business row during the campaign period and this would help build morale 

o Shackleford: To address a previous senator’s concerns about not having 
enough diverse viewpoint, it is the job of us as senators to get the 
viewpoints of our constituents. Let’s shorted in because too many people 
are overwhelmed 

o Riojas: We shouldn’t let the perfect be the enemy of the good. The forum 
was open to everyone so everyone who was interested had the opportunity 
to go. Many would not avoid going through Business Row anymore. If the 
data is inconsequential then it shouldn’t matter if we pass 

o Hudson: This would increase accessibility and morale. There is a big 
problem when we have a lot of other students not voting 

o Benson: Speaks in affirmation of this bill. Invites others to help write a 
better bill.  

o Wells: Strong affirmation of this bill. Everyone was encouraged to go, 
including senators. This bill is a great foundation to help the election 
taskforce.  

o Fiala: A lot of Senators have risen and spoken things I have intended to 
stay. As an ASB, we have to do the best we can for the student body. The 
perfect is not the enemy of the good. We still have work to do, other 
students still deserve to have their voice heard. He takes offense in some 
way about the 9.58%. The number was obtained prior to committee 



 
obtaining the overall enrollment. It was calculated by change in votes and 
is the representation of the number of students who voted.  

o Weaver: Really wants to encourage as many students to vote and 
participate in ASB elections as possible and doesn't think this is the best 
way to do it. THere is no proof this will actually increase access. It says 
the amount of money spent will decrease, but the bill doesn’t decrease the 
budget. We are at a wide gap at where the starting line is for these 
elections. There are certain disadvantages between students. If we do pass 
this, I don’t particularly think shortening the campaign period is the worst 
idea but thinks there are better ideas.  

● Summation 
● Vote: 44-1-0, this bill passes 

 
 
 
Senatorial Comments:  
Shackleford: Wanted to say thanks because has been working so hard.  
Fiala: Thank you everyone for your hard work. I encourage any and all senators to 
contribute to election reform. This Friday March 1 petitions will be released and will be 
due back March 8 before Spring Break. Certification meeting will by March 17, the 
Sunday of Spring Break and a proxy can be sent if needed. More updates will be posted 
on the website.  
Wells: Encourages everyone to go to more of the election reforms task force meetings. It 
would help hear what everyone has to say, and it is a great opportunity.  
Elam released a statement about last weekend and the weekend, and you should check it 
out.  
Kies: I ordered the flag, but the order got cancelled. Since we are tax exempt we have 
now been working on getting another one. Live stream gets everyone’s facial expressions 
and gestures.  
Khloe: Please don’t snap, but you can speak in affirmation.  
 
Announcements:  
Wells: young democrats of Mississippi are collecting items, and I will put the flyer in the 
groupme.  



 
Dames: This weekend was pretty intense, and ICEE has passed a resolution tonight that 
has requested to move the statue from the circle to the Confederate cemetery. This comes 
with a lot of research and will be released in due time. The priority is to ensure the safety 
of the students. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Katie. She wants to keep an 
open dialogue. It will be going to rules committee on Thursday.  
Shackleford: If you have any questions on how to get involved with Le Bonheur, then let 
her know.  
 
Concluded at 8:03 PM 
 
Cady Cooper 
Secretary 
Associated Student Body 
cmcoope1@go.olemiss.edu 

 


