
 
The University of Mississippi  

Campus Senate 
Minutes for [3/5/19] 

 
I. Call to Order at 7:35pm 

II. Invocation by Senator Weaver 
III. Pledge of Allegiance by Senator Mannery  
IV. Roll Call 

a. Members absent: None. 
V. Report from Standing Committees 

a. Committee on Rules 
i. Approved Resolution 19-4 to come to the floor. Have approved 

Anya Czerwinski, Tyler Yarbrough, Leah Davis, and John 
Chappell to speak on the floor. 

b. Committee on Government Operations 
i. No reports 

c. Committee on Academics and Administration 
i. No reports 

d. Committee on Athletics  
i.  No reports 

e. Committee on Student Life  
i. No reports 

f. Committee on Infrastructure  
i. No reports 

g. Committee on External Affairs  
i. No reports 

h. Committee on Inclusion and Cross Cultural Engagement 
i. Resolution 19-4 coming to the floor. 

VI. Reports from Legislative Council 
a. Legislation Monitor  

i. Resolution 19-4 is being brought to the floor. 
b. Executive Liaison 

i. No report  
c. Campus Liaisons 



 
i. Report on constituent comments coming to the floor. Senate 

Resolution 19-4  received 164 constituent comments. 95 of these 
comments were in support of the Resolution for a total of 57.9%, 
52 were against the Resolution for a total of 31.7%, 8 suggested a 
referendum vote take place concerning the subject matter of the 
resolution for a total of 4.9%, and 9 took no clear stance on the 
resolution for 5.5%. 

ii. For 
1. I would like to contribute my support for the historic 

resolution coming to the ASB Senate floor suggesting the 
moving of the Confederate statue to the Confederate 
graveyard on campus. The position for the statue in the 
graveyard will be more appropriate and would allow the 
rhetoric on campus to move on to more productive topics. 
Please vote yes to Senate Resolution 19-4. 

2. I would like to express support for the resolution 
suggesting the movement of the confederate monument to 
the confederate graveyard on campus. I and many others 
believe that the confederate monument was erected in 
1906, over 40 years after the Civil War, for the purpose of 
inciting fear in the African American community and 
promoting historical inaccuracies such as the diminished 
role of slavery in the Civil War.  University statements say 
that these "external groups" do not reflect our values. 
However, it is easy to say that when they actively glorify 
the Confederacy or are an actual faction of the KKK. Our 
university's situation and proclaimed values requires more 
nuance. We have engaged in supposed dialogue for years, 
yet I would like to see this dialogue finally result in change. 
It is very apparent where our dialogue has lead us and the 
time for change is now. For these reasons, I would like to 



 
urge the senate and my university to support Senate 
Resolution 19-4. 

3. The Confederate statue has been a symbol of oppression 
and glorification of the Lost Cause on this campus. I have 
personally experienced friends and family members being 
hurt by the cause our university is supporting of these racist 
ideals. Placing the Confederate statue in the graveyard on 
campus is a sustainable solution to memorialize the past 
and acknowledge our progress. 

4. This bill is a significant step towards promoting and 
maintaining a more diverse and inclusive environment at 
the University of Mississippi. 

5. The statue's prominent location in the center of our campus 
serves as a daily reminder of our university's often dark and 
oppressive past. Its presence at the entrance of the Circle 
also makes our university appear regressive, ignorant, and 
unable to move beyond its past to both current members of 
our community and visitors. Likewise, it makes a 
significant portion of our current and prospective students 
feel unwelcome, myself included. Putting this statue in a 
more appropriate setting like the Confederate cemetery is a 
commonsense solution. It will provide more context to the 
statue while also removing a statue that makes many in our 
community feel unwelcome at a place they should be able 
to call home. 

6. Just emailing to say I really hope the Senate resolves to 
move the statue. It is a hideous shrine to white supremacy 
and people who committed treason against the United 
States of America and shouldn’t be at the front door of the 
beautiful university we call home. It violates everything 



 
that we say we stand for in our Creed. And people who are 
worried about “forgetting history" should recognize that 
history isn’t learned from a statue, it’s learned from books, 
museums, documentaries and classrooms.If it was built by 
the United Daughters of the Confederacy and it attracts neo 
nazis and modern day Confederates, it’s definitely not a 
good thing. That’s just common sense.  

7. In my opinion, I believe that voting to move the 
confederate statue to the cemetery is a good choice. While I 
understand that there is history behind the statue that 
cannot be erased, and people who fought hard on both 
sides, moving the statue to the cemetery does not cause 
those efforts to be in vain. It is apparent that these 
monuments make students feel uncomfortable, and as a 
student body we should make every effort to be as inclusive 
as possible, and also be aware of the way that these 
monuments reflect on our university as a whole, especially 
in the future. I believe this idea is a really good 
compromise and I hope to see it happen. 

8. I would like to express my support for the moving of the 
Confederate statue to the Confederate graveyard on 
campus.Though the Civil War was a long time ago, the 
Confederate statue has been a symbol of oppression and 
glorification for the Lost Cause since then.  Upon seeing 
the statue in the center of our campus, students are 
reminded of the cause behind the war.  They feel unsafe 
and unwelcome.  To make matters worse, hate groups, such 
as the recent white supremacists, rally around the statue as 
a symbol of their identity and pride.  Do we want a statue 
that calls to hate groups to be in the center of our campus? 



 
Do we want a statue that causes students to feel 
uncomfortable to be in the center of our campus? Placing 
the statute in the Confederate graveyard allows for the 
history behind it to be preserved, while also allowing 
students to feel loved and welcomed on campus.  No longer 
should this statue that symbolizes such pain be in the center 
of the University campus.I ask that you vote yes to Senate 
Resolution 19-4. 

iii. Against  
1. History should never be erased, and I know many students 

like me would like the statue to stay. I, for one, am proud of 
that statue. I had ancestors that fought for the Confederate 
States of America, and I would like to see the statue stay 
where it is in order to remind us of the courage they had to 
fight for their homeland. While slavery may have been a 
major issue of the Civil War, the vast majority of soldiers 
did not own slaves. The soldiers commemorated by the 
statue fought to defend their homes in Lafayette County, 
not to oppress people of a different race. The whole class of 
1861 was killed or wounded at Cemetery Ridge during the 
Battle of Gettysburg. The monument was placed at the 
current location by fellow Mississippians over 100 years 
ago, and it would be a disgrace to move it now simply for 
the sake of political correctness. Colonel Reb and Dixie are 
already gone. What's next, the name Rebels? Please do not 
allow this destruction of history and tradition at Ole Miss to 
continue. 

2. I stand in strong opposition to Resolution 19-4. The authors 
said that they met with former members of the Chancellor’s 
Advisory Committee on History and Context and I think 



 
that is the perfect group to reach out to about this issue. I 
researched the CACHC extensively and was even voted in 
favor of legislation to try and suspend the committee when 
I was on the ASB Senate. If that committee did not take 
action to move the statue, then why should it still be 
moved? This committee was formed to contextualize 
campus and they placed a plaque in front of the statue and 
that was the end. This is the history of the University of 
Mississippi and the state of Mississippi, and I can 
understand that it may cause pain to some who see it, but 
moving the statue is an attempt to forget that part of 
history, and in order for the university to learn from the 
mistakes made, we cannot move the statue. I urge members 
of the ASB to vote no on resolution 19-4. 

3. The Confederate Statue has been very controversial in the 
past. While some may find the statue offensive, I do not 
think so. I think it represents a time in history, that cannot 
be forgotten. The statue was built in 1906, for a few 
reasons. The first would be to honor the heroism and lives 
lost during the Civil War. The statue was put up to honor 
those soldiers, and it would be disrespectful to their 
namesake to take it down. The statue was also put up to 
support the Lost Cause. The statue supports the Lost Cause 
so that we remember both sides of the Civil War. 
Supporters of the statue want to keep it so we remember 
our history, and honor those that got us to where we are 
now. 

4. Regarding the Moving of the Confederate statue, I believe 
that the University of Mississippi will lose some of the 
history of the University if the statue were to be moved. No 



 
matter what the confederate army stood for, that statue 
represents the history of this University. The plaque on the 
statue shows that it is not a symbol of hate, instead it says 
that  “It must also remind us that the defeat of the 
Confederacy actually meant freedom for millions of 
people.” If we are to remove the statue, we are removing 
history from this University and those that choose to ignore 
the past that haunts Ole Miss can never see that the 
University is striving to move forward while remembering 
its past mistakes. 

5. This idea of the statue is a controversial issue due to its 
reminder of the Confederate War and the slavery that this 
entails. I think that its belonging to that of the Confederate 
army is the ONLY racial indication for the entire statue. 
The plaque actually talks about the dedication of the 
soldiers, the freedom that this time gives, and the takeaway 
that Ole Miss has in order to give a school that is open to 
all who seek it. By saying that "slavery was not the 
principle cause of the Civil War" argues their opposing idea 
that slavery is represented so terribly in this statue. It was to 
"defend states rights" and this is a part of history that 
simply cannot be carried away and relocated. It is not only 
there to remind us of the lives sacrificed by the Confederate 
soldiers, is this offensive? No, there is nothing offensive 
about giving a memorial to their lives. It is offensive to me 
that people think this should be removed when they 
perished for freedom beyond themselves. This statue 
represents "the freedom given to millions of people" which 
is so crucial to our nation today.  



 
6. Removing the statue is morally wrong. It is there to remind 

us of the lives sacrificed by the soldiers, not the war itself. 
It is there to represent the freedom that they gave us 
through fighting, and the freedom that was given to 
millions of people. We have changed our ways and this 
statue is there to show the commitment the University of 
Mississippi has to giving education to every kind of person. 
Removing the statue would be disrespectful to the 
sacrificial time and not satisfying to the goal of removing 
indicators of slavery- as that is not its purpose. 

7. I would like to contribute my stance on the historic 
resolution coming to the ASB Senate floor suggesting the 
moving of the Confederate statue to the Confederate 
Graveyard on campus. Though some people see the statue 
as a symbol of oppression and glorification of what once 
went occurred on this campus, the statue also symbolizes 
the growth of this University. The past is the past, and all 
we can do at this point is be grateful that times have 
changed. Yes, some people still seem to be overcome with 
hatred and racism, but moving the statue will not liberate 
anyone from ignorance, and it won't change the history of 
Ole Miss. Moving the statue would be unnecessary and 
essentially a waste of time and money, for no one is ever 
going to be pleased. Plus, the cemetery is on campus, so the 
statue would still have ties to Ole Miss. Please vote no to 
Senate Resolution 19-4. 

8. I would like to contribute my opinion of keeping the statue 
on campus for the historic resolution coming to the ASB 
Senate floor suggesting the moving of the Confederate 
statue to the Confederate graveyard on campus. I believe 



 
the statue is a part of history that our campus gets to be a 
part of. I firmly believe history repeats itself. In order for 
negative parts of our history to not repeat, we must 
remember and embrace the past. The Civil War was a dark 
time in our nation's history. I believe there are other steps 
we can take before completely removing this statue. Those 
steps include contextualization and education. By removing 
this statue, we are essentially erasing history. Please vote 
no. 

iv. Referendum  
1. I think moving the statue to the confederate cemetery is a 

great idea. It allows history to be preserved while also 
enforcing the high ideals that this institution stands for. In 
addition, removing the statue allows for symbols of hatred 
and bigotry to not be on full display. Image is everything 
and the statue’s current residing place speaks volumes. I 
believe there should be a campus wide student body vote 
for the removal/keeping of the statue on campus. This is a 
issue that affects us all so I believe we should all have the 
opportunity to express what we would like to see happen on 
our campus. 

2. As a student at Ole Miss and someone who walks by the 
circle daily, I believe the students should be given a vote as 
to what happens to the statue. The students are the one who 
are the most affected by what happens either way. I would 
like to see what a majority of the student body votes for 
before any official decision is made. 

3. I will begin in saying that I, a student of the university, 
believe that the confederate statue should be relocated to 
the confederate cemetery. I applaud the authors for the 



 
careful consideration that they put in to this piece of 
legislation and, further, for consulting with various 
organizations on our campus prior to the introduction of the 
legislation. The authors have established, publicly, the very 
clear path that this resolution will take following its 
possible passage tonight; and, how the passage of this 
resolution could spark a change that has been desired by 
many for so long. But, with issues as divisive as this one on 
our campus, it is critical that the ASB recognize this 
division and give voice to all perspectives and all beliefs. 
As previously stated, I credit the authors for their 
communication and work with various campus 
organizations prior to the introduction of the legislation. 
However, with so much division, with so much passion, 
with so much emotion: this issue, and the decision that goes 
along with it, cannot be and should not be taken out of the 
hands of the student body. No matter how much 
consultation may or may not have been done, it would be 
naïve for any senator, any ASB member, any student 
leader, to suggest that the ASB has the ability to demand 
something as important as this on behalf of the student 
body, without any concrete data indicating that it is, in fact, 
the will of the student body. An issue as important as this 
must be put to a vote of the entirety of the student body. 
Every student, regardless of how well connected they are in 
campus organizations, or with individual ASB members, 
deserves to be heard. ASB should always work to give 
voice to the voiceless on the campus. If the Senate passes 
this Resolution tonight, before ever holding a vote of the 
student body on the matter, this ASB will be responsible 



 
for disenfranchising an unknown, previously silent, 
proportion of the student body; I challenge anyone to argue 
otherwise. ALL students deserve a seat at the table. The 
question is, does the ASB Senate think so. Do the right 
thing; table the Resolution, demand a Referendum. 

VII. Legislation  
 
Resolution 19-4  
 

● Introduction 
o We want to focus on making sure this is not a political issue. This 

resolution is about respect and humanity. It is about the words outlined in 
the UM Creed. We recognize that the statue is an inanimate object. We 
cannot move forward as an institution and pretend that it is not an issue. 
Honoring the Lost Cause ideology is contradictory to the Creed. The 
conversation we will have here tonight is derived from many 
conversations over the year. The Chancellor's Advisory Committee on 
History and Context , the committee of cross cultural engagement, and 
more were involved. We will start having more inclusive dialogues on this 
campus. We are not trying to erase history, and this is not our goal. We 
want to place it somewhere where it is contextually appropriate where we 
can avoid conflict. We look forward to answering questions.  

● Questions 
o Weaver: We heard from a few constituents the idea of a referendum. Why 

did you write this resolution instead of putting it to a student vote? Why is 
this week the best time to past this rather than any other time? A few of 
my constituents voiced concerns about feeling blindsided because it just 
became public last Tuesday and we are not voting on it- is that enough 
time to gauge student opinion on it? If we do pass this resolution tonight, 
what percent chance would you give that it actually happens? What other 
governing bodies would have to approve this also for it to happen? 

▪ We will go into some of the legal aspects later. One of the reasons 
we didn’t do a referendum initially is because the governing body 



 
has the power to move the statue. This is something that involves 
the entire community. We do not want to exclude faculty council, 
graduate council, faculty, or staff. 

▪ After the Ed Meek situation, we saw a diverse group of students 
who wanted to see action. This has been in the works for a while, 
and it is only coincidence that the protests happened a few weeks 
ago. 

▪ Throughout campus conversations throughout the year, this has 
been a constant focal point. We wanted to take action in a way that 
was safe, and we didn’t want too much attention to this so that 
students felt safe and we are keeping that at the core of research of 
this resolution. 

▪ It is not productive to speculate on that. Mississippi Code 
stipulates that the governing body has discretion to move 
confederate monuments to a better suited area for display. This is 
an important first step in order to relocate the statue. 

▪ The governing bodies are the ASB Senate, Graduate Student 
Senate, Faculty Senate, and the Staff Council. 

o Wells: Logistically, what do you see being the next step should this 
resolution pass? 

▪ The other governing bodies of the university are already 
introducing resolutions like this to their respective governing 
bodies. Realistically in terms of cost, we are working on reaching 
out to see what we can do to fundraise- especially reaching out to 
alumni associations.  

o West: If this does pass, do you have any idea about a timeline as to when 
the statue would come down? 

▪ A lot of these questions are up to the administration. Our job here 
tonight is to make sure our voice here as undergraduate students 
are heard.  

● Debate 
o Riojas: In response to a constituent comments, relocating the statue will 

not change what has happened in our history, but we should implore our 
rare opportunity to be on the right side of history. This is a chance we only 
get once in a generation to do. Please empathize with the students on our 



 
campus who feel pain from the statue and other people who will not come 
because of the location of the statue. Moving the statue is the first step. 

o Fowler: On behalf of ASB PResident and his cabinet, we commend 
everyone here tonight. Our students are our priority, and that is who the 
statues largely effects at this point in this time. We think this is a good 
compromise to contextualize the statue. We thank you for your time.  

o Mayfield: I suspect that when the boys who the statue honors went to war, 
they thought they were doing what was right. I suspect when the statue 
was erected, people in this town thought they were doing the moral thing. 
I can sit here a hundred years later, and know they were not doing the 
moral or just or right thing. The statue was used as a rally point for 
neonazis and white supremacists. I do not want to put my children in any 
position to say that we were not doing the right thing now. As an 
ambassador for the University, we walk around the statue and cut it out of 
tours because when people walk by the statue, people gawk and gasp, and 
it is embarrassing. Why would we want anything embarrassing? This is a 
compromise to move this statue to the graveyard. We should not let people 
later to clean up our mess. 

o Dames: Would like to give more information on why moving this statue 
would be the best thing to do historically. In forming conversations with 
the Chancellor's Advisory committee we asked why the statue was not 
discussed. Tonight we have received a letter from a majority of the 
members of the advisory committee on this issue. This is the right thing to 
do morally and will put it in contextual context.  

o Armistead: This goes beyond politics, this is a moral issue and an issue of 
respect. It is important to look beyond ourselves as if it does not offend us 
personally, it offends someone else. Remember your brothers and sisters 
who it does offend. 

o Hull: Stands in strong affirmation. He was asked to serve as a cosponsor, 
and is proud to be on the right side of history. It serves as a cornerstone of 
compromise and puts Ole Miss on the right side of history. We want to 
represent the Creed and the students.  

o Weaver: When thinking about this specifically, I thought of home. If we 
tell potential students this will be their home for four years or longer we 
must make it a place that can feel like home. This statue has been for 



 
African Americans to feel like it is not home. This is our moment to say 
that this campus is home for everyone, and we want it to be inclusive. 

o Armistead: Responding to a students comment wanting a referendum, this 
morning IFC, CPH, and NPHC are all in support of this resolution. We 
have worked hard to make sure we have student support of this resolution, 
and I think that shows who we are as a student body and where we are 
going.  

o Benson: We want to reiterate that we have been speaking with alumni. We 
have support from the Black Alumni Council and Student Alumni 
Council. 

o Dames: This process has been about inclusion and it is the purpose of 
relocating the statue. A lot of what we have done has been inspired by 
student stories from campus conversations. There has been a lot of fear 
among our students lately, and we want to create a conversation so people 
will listen instead of yelling at each other. We need to have open channels 
where people can freely express how they feel about racial reconciliation 
on campus, and relocating this statue can have this dialogue.  

● Summation 
o This resolution is not about hiding history. History is being hidden right 

now in plain sight. By leaving the statue where it is, we are not thinking 
about what it means and reflects on our university. We have great 
traditions but we are marred by hurtful aspects of our past. Bringing 
history and talking about it so others aren’t fearful, we must relocate this 
statue from the circle and to the graveyard. 

● Vote: With a vote of 47-0-0, Senate Resolution 19-4 passes 
 

 
VIII. Senatorial Comments 

a. Wells: Thank you so much for everyone who has put in so much time and 
energy in this. Not only as a Senator, but also as an African American 
woman. This means so much to me.  

b. Benson: I was so scared and thought everyone would say no. It is really a 
big moment and a big moment for African American students. 50 years 
ago we couldn’t be here, 20 years ago it wouldn’t have passed, and even 5 
years ago it wouldn’t have passed. This is a special night. 



 
c. Hudson: This is such a huge moment, especially for African American 

students on this campus. We can finally feel more comfortable and not 
have students have to beg their parents to come tour here. Thank you so 
much.  

d. Doty: Applaud the authors. You are awesome and did so much hard work. 
You had hard conversations and that is what we are here to do. You are 
really trying to fix things for everyone on our campus, and not just 
ourselves. 

e. Patrick: Wants to stand and applaud Katie Dames for going to meeting 
after meeting and go above and beyond to make sure everyone feels safe 
on this campus.  

f. Hull: I want to say thank you to the authors for bringing him on this. This 
will usher in a whole new era of inclusion and unity. I can’t be more proud 
to be an Ole Miss student. 

g. Armistead: Would like to commend Katie Dames. She is one of the most 
honorable and wise women I know. She has worked tirelessly for so long, 
and she has been working with the purest intentions.  

h. Dames: I am speechless, thank you for everything and letting everyone 
have a voice. Hasn’t eaten or slept, and wasn’t planning on saying 
anything. This has been a community effort, and this is something we have 
been working on before we even came to Ole Miss. Next time we have a 
campus conversation, please attend so we can continue to listen to these 
concerns. Keep having a dialogue and making more positive change.  

i. VP Abel: Thank you everyone for being great all year and acting 
professionally. Thank you to media and public for respecting our process 
and thank you for being here this evening. 

IX. Announcements 
a. Kies: Has heard back from online flag store, we will have a flag when we 

get back from spring break. This was incredible to watch tonight, and it is 
one of the coolest things he has seen. This was cool to watch and thanks 
for letting him be a part of it. 

b. Fowler: If you have mentees make sure you’re keeping up with them. 
Make sure if you still need to sign up for their different workshops you do 
that.  

c. Czerwinski: Petitions are due this Friday. 



 
d. President Miller: Thanks for being here tonight. Tonight showed great 

compromise by making history and showing that our campus is for all 
students, and will do best to follow through with this resolution. 

 
 
Concluded at 8:26PM 
 
Cady Cooper 
Secretary 
Associated Student Body 
cmcoope1@go.olemiss.edu 

 


